
Common Misunderstanding Of Baptism In The UPC 
 

As many people already know , Baptism is considered one of the most important doctrines in the 
UPC  . Certainly ,  according to Scripture , Christians are supposed to be Baptized . Obviously Jesus 
and the Apostles mention Baptism as an important act . There is no denying that . However , there 
has been so much emphasis placed upon Baptism to the point where it is a tool that Satan can use 
to stir up hatred and lead many people into isolation from good Christians . 
 
Here are 10 areas of misunderstanding regarding Baptism that many people do not realize :  
 
1. Baptism is an act which people must submit to after they are saved . In Acts 2 : 41 , the 
approximately 3000 Jews who were Baptized were already saved as they accepted the Gospel . 
Many people assume that Acts 2 :38 was Peter's instructions to the world , how to receive the 
remission of sins and the Holy Spirit . That is all that it is , an assumption .  
 
2. Baptsim does not have a required formula in order to be valid .  Certainly whatever words are 
spoken at a Baptismal service must be appropriate for a Christian Baptism .  Baptism is only invalid 
if the person being Baptized was not saved before they were Baptized . 
 
3 . There is no Scriptural basis for forbidding someone who gets saved from being Baptized by 
another mode other than complete immersion . There are times when complete immersion is not 
possible and there is no Scriptural basis for declaring that if someone is not Baptized by complete 
immersion , their Baptism is not valid . For example , if someone is seriously ill in a hospital and 
hooked up to IVs , a heart and blood pressure monitor , and a respirator ,  has accepted the Gospel 
and wants to be Baptized ,  sprinkling or pouring would be the most logical mode for Baptism . Such 
a mode does not visibly demonstrate what complet immersion does but God sees the heart of the 
person being Baptized and there is no Scriptural basis for beliving that God does not accept such a 
person's Baptism . 
 
4 . Baptism with the formula in the name of Jesus is not the means of applying the Blood of Jesus .  
According to Scripture the Blood of Jesus is applied through faith .  The fact that Peter did not 
memtion Baptism for the remission of sins in Acts 10 : 48 when he was addressing people who had 
accepted the Gospel and received the Holy Spirit is evidence that he could not have been saying in 
Acts 2 : 38 that Baptism is for the purpose of receiving the remission of sins . 
 
5 . Baptism does not make someone Born Again of  Water . Nowhere in Scripture did Jesus or the 
Apostles mention being Baptized in order to be Born Again of  Water .  The Water that Jesus 
mentioned was of a Divine nature and physical water simply cannot produce something of a Divine 
nature . It is also foolish to think that God would place someone's rebirth in the hands of a person 
Baptizing someone in water . The truth is that someone should be Baptized after they have been 
Born Again of the Water and Spirit . If they are truly Born Again of the Water and Spirit , they will 
desire to be Baptized  . The Baptismal formula that is used for Baptism cannot  alter the Spiritaul 
condition of the person who is Born Again of Water and Spirit .  
 
6 . Baptism with the formula in the name of Jesus cannot change the heart of a true Christian who 
has been Baptized with the formula in the name of the Father , and of the Son , and of the Holy Spirit 
.  There is no Scriptural basis for saying that a Baptismal formula can affect what is in the heart of an 
individual .  The truth is that if they have placed their faith in Jesus Christ for Salvation and been 
Baptized with the formula in the name of the Father , and of the Son , and of the Holy Spirit , their 
heart is in a right relationship with God and the act and formula of Baptism cannot change that .  
 
7 .  Baptism cannot give someone faith in order to be saved . If they do not have faith in Jesus Christ 
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for their Salvation before they are Baptized , they are not going to have faith in Jesus Christ for 
Salvation when they are Baptized . There is no Scriptural basis for believing that the water of 
Baptism and the formula in the name of Jesus can give someone faith in Jesus Christ . According to 
Scripture , faith comes from someone's heart . In simple logic , if there is no faith in someone's heart 
, there is not going to be any faith when they go into the water to be Baptized and when they come 
out of the water .  
 
8 . The Gospel and not Baptism is the power of God for Salvation .  When a person accepts the 
Gospel , they repent of their sins and place their faith in Jesus Christ for Salvtion .  In Romans 1 : 
16 , Paul made it clear that the Gospel is the power of God for Salvation for everyone who believes . 
He did not say for everyone who is Baptized . In 1 Corinthians 1 : 17  , Paul made it clear that Christ 
did not send him to Baptize but to preach the Gospel .  
 
In the Book of Acts , there are passages where people accepted the Gospel and were Baptized  with 
no mention of anything that could indicate a Baptismal formula or that Baptism is a means of being 
saved .  
 
9 . Repentance and not Baptism is where Salvation begins .  Many people confuse repentance with 
weeping emotionally which is certainly not wrong but weeping does not always indicate repentance 
which is a chane of mind and heart .  On the Day of Pentecost , many of the Jews whom Petter 
addressed had a change of heart and mind , not because of what he said  about Baptism but about 
the death , burial , resurrection , and assension into Heaven of Jesus Christ .  Many people do not 
truly analyze everything that is written in the Book of Acts concerning Baptism and that is why they 
go around tring to convert people including  good Christians to their Acts 2 : 38 message of 
Salvation and use what they think they know from the Book of Acts as well as Matthew 28:19 to 
convince people that Baptism must be in the name of Jesus in order to be valid and for someone to 
be saved . 
 
10 . Baptism was always with the formula in the  namc of Jesus from the Day of Pentecost until the 
Roman Catholic Church changed it in 325 A.D.  
Contrary to what many people have been led to believe , the Church in the 1s Century had other 
views regarding the Baptismal formula and their views did not violate Scripture . There is no 
Scriptural basis for forbidding  Baptim to be in the name of God the Father , and of the Lord Jesus 
Christ , and of the Holy Spirit . For about 300 years Christians were Baptized by 4 immersions 
usiong one immersion for each of the 3 after the person woutd acknowledge that they believed .  
There is no Scriptural basis for believing that when the Baptismal formula in the name of the Father , 
and of the Son , and of the Holy Spirit began to be used for many Centuries , that the Church had 
strayed from the truth .  Many people have made a doctrine out of Baptism that does not line up with 
Scripture and is nothing more than a glorified lie in the name of Jesus 

 


