
RELIGION IN EUROPE AND ASIA



WHAT IS RELIGION?

 The Oxford Dictionary defines that the belief in and worship of a super

human controlling power especially a personal God or Gods.

 An organized system of beliefs, ceremonies and rules used to worship a

God or Gods.



RELIGION IN EUROPE UNION

▪ The largest religion in the EU is Christianity which accounted for 72% of

population

▪ In EU

1. Catholic : 77.8% Also present pre-Christianity Europe

2. Orthodox :4.9% Folk religions including Heathenism,

3. Protestant :9.9% Rodrovery, Romuva and Druidism.

4. Other Christians : 5%

5. Non Religion :17%

6. Atheist :9.3%

7. Islam :2.1%

8. Jewish :0.2%



GEOGRAPHICAL STRUCTURE

 Europe is divided along following Religious lines.

1. Protestant - In the North and West

2. Catholic - In the South

3. Orthodox - In the East

4. Islam - In the Balkans

▪ In southern Europe the Catholic Churches are most prominent. Only
3.2 million out of 60 million Italians did not belong to the Roman Catholic
Church and majority of them are Protestant.

▪ Most of the Western Europeans continue to identify as Christians,
though few regularly attend church.

▪ Eastern Europe is overwhelmingly Christian by religion at around 84%.
A further 8% are Agnostic, 5.7% are Muslim and 1.56% are Atheist.



 The most religious countries in Europe are

1. Romania – It has only 1% of Non-Believers.

2. Malta - It has only 2% of Non-Believers.

▪ Across EU belief is more common with older age and is higher amongst

women

▪ Islam has stronghold in the Balkans since the Ottoman was in Europe

▪ Europe has Muslim majority countries such as Albania (60%-80%),

Kosova (80%-95%), Bosnia Herzegovina (20-60%) and

▪ Transcontinental country Turkey. (97%) Muslim in EU is estimated at 4.4

million or 6% of total population.



The following information are sadden and heart broken:

▪ Over the last several decades, religious practice has been on the

decline with process of Secularism.

▪ The countries with most people reporting ‘NO BELIEF’ in any sort of

spirit of God or life force.

▪ A growing members of Europeans do not practice with any religious

denomination increased from 45% to 50% between 2010 to 2015

making the non religious group larger than any of the Christian

Churches.

▪ In Finland the number of people not belong to any denomination

increased from a 0.76 million to 1.3 million approx. over the last 10

years.

▪ In Sweden, the members of church decreased from 7.5% to 61.2%. In

the last 10 years nearly 86000 people cancelled their church

membership.



 PEW Research Center also says that the global Muslim population is

expected to grow at a faster rate than the Christian population due to

primarily to the young age and high fertility-rate of Muslims.

 But Religious conversion has no net impact on Muslim population as the

member of people who convert to Islam is roughly similar to those who

leave Islam.

 According to PEW Research Center survey, within the next 4 decades,

Christians will remain the world’s largest religion. If the convert trends

continues, by 2050 the Christian population is expected to exceed

3 billion.


